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The genus PLatypodanthera is described for a

single species originally described as Ageratum
melissaefoLium DC, and Later transferred to Trichogonia
by Mattfeld. The species has presented problems in
each of the genera and recent redefinations of Ageratum
and Trichogonia have served to emphasize the distinctive
nature of the species

,

PLatypodanthera differs from Ageratum by the short
broad fimbriate setae of the pappus, by the Long s Lend-
er base on the achene, and by the Lack of sunken gLand-
ular punctations on the Leaves. The base of the achene
and the more setose pappus are more Like Trichogonia
but PLatypodanthera differs by the conicaL receptacLe,
the broader fimbriate rather than pLumose pappus setae,
the smooth stems, and the gLabrous coroLLa. One
feature of the new genus seems totaLLy distinctive,
the anther coLLar is usuaLLy very short and becomes
very broad in the Lower part, often being as wide as
Long. It is after this feature that the name PLaty-

podanthera is taken.
A possibLe second species of the genus has been

described from BraziL as Trichogonia barrosoana Barroso
having conicaL receptacLes"^! short non pLumose pappus
setae and gLabrous coroLLas. The Latter species
differs from P. meLissaefoLia by being tomentose,
having short-petioLate Leaves, and having setae on the
achenes.

PLatypodanther a R.M.King & H.Robinson, genus novum
Asteracearum^TEupiitorieae). Herbae veL suffrutices
erecti veL procumbentes basin versus ramosi. CauLes
teretes subLaeves gLabri. FoLia pLerumque aLterna
distincte petioLata, Laminis ovatis .veL Late Lance-
oLatis base subtruncatis veL cordatis. Inf Lorescentiae
Laxe cymosae veL corymbosae; pediceLLi superne Latiores
fistuLosi; invoLucri squamae subimbricatae ca. 35
biseriatae subaequiLongae obLongo-LanceoLatae extus
gLabrae; receptacuLa aLte conica gLabra. FLores ca.
LOO in capituLo; coroLLae anguste infundibuLares
breves, Lobis Late trianguLaribus Laevibus gLabris;
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fiLamenta antherarum in parte super lore per Lata saepe
breviora, celLuLis pLerumque quadratis, parietibus
valde annulate ornatis, appendices parum breviores
quam Latiores; styLi base glabri non noduLosi,
appendicibus Longe cLavatis laevibus, Achaenia
prismatica muLtisetifera 5-costata base anguste pro-
longata; carpopodia minuta, ceLLuIis 2-3-seriatis
quadratis, parietibus aliquantum incrassatis; pappus
breviter setiforrais uniseriatus, setae L5-20 anguste
Lanceolatae margine dense Longe fimbriatae.

Species typica: Ageratum melissaefoLium DC.

The genus is monotypic.

PIatypod anther a jne Ljs^s ae fp I ia (A.P.DecandoIIe ) R,M.
King & H.Robinson, comb. nov. Ageratum melissae -

folium A.P.DecandoLLe, Prodr. 5: 109. 1836.
Brazil.
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